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ONE INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL EYFS CURRICULUM POLICY
At ONE International we have a mixed EYFS class, which includes the: Nursery (2-3yrs), Preschool (3-4yrs) and Reception (4-5yrs) years in which all the children follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Curriculum devised in England.

Children are perceived as naturally competent learners from birth, resilient, capable, confident and self-assured, and our policies and practice are designed to build on these qualities, developing positive supportive relationships to nurture an inquisitive approach to learning where making mistakes is viewed as an important part of the learning process. In educating our children to become strong, responsible, independent learners, our teachers recognise that all areas of learning and development are equally important and inter-connected and that the learning environment plays a key role in supporting and extending a child’s development.

Our aim is to offer a safe, caring learning environment, which promotes physical, mental, and emotional health and well-being, with good communications skills, as part of the core curriculum. We have a strong focus on developing key literacy and numeracy skills, artistic abilities, personal interests and a general knowledge and understanding of the world.

In addition to the core curriculum, and to further develop children’s engagement in their chosen topics we offer various local class trips both on and off site.  On site trip permissions are included in our Admissions Form with off site permissions sought as necessary.  Extra-curricular activities are also available, as we believe they encourage teamwork, responsibility, sportsmanship and physical health.  

SEVEN AREAS OF LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT
The Early Years Curriculum is based on seven key areas of learning.
Throughout the Early Years Foundation Stage we focus strongly on the three Prime Areas which are the basis for successful learning in the other four specific areas:
· Personal, social and emotional development;
· Communication and language 
· Physical development
Personal, social, and emotional development involves: helping children to develop a positive sense of themselves and others, to form positive relationships and develop respect for others, to develop social skills and learn how to manage their feelings, to understand appropriate behaviour in groups and to have confidence in their own abilities.
Communication and language development involves: giving children opportunities to experience a rich language environment, to develop their confidence and skills in expressing themselves and to speak and listen in a range of situations.
Physical development involves: providing opportunities for the children to be active and interactive, to develop their co-ordination/ control / movement in both gross and fine motor skills.
As children grow in confidence and ability within the three prime areas, the balance will slowly shift towards a more equal focus on all seven areas of learning, including:
· Literacy
· Mathematics
· Understanding the world
· Expressive arts and design
Literacy development involves: encouraging children to read and write both through listening to others reading as well as being encouraged to begin to read and write themselves.  Children are given access to a wide range of reading materials – books, poems, and other written materials, to ignite their interest.
Mathematics involves: providing children with opportunities to practise and improve their skills in counting numbers, calculating simple addition and subtraction problems, and to describe shapes, spaces, and measures.
Understanding the world involves: guiding children to make sense of their physical world and their community through opportunities to explore, observe and find out about people, places, technology and the environment.
Expressive arts and design involves: supporting children to explore and play with a wide range of media and materials, providing opportunities and encouragement for sharing their thoughts, ideas and feelings; introducing a variety of activities in art, music, movement, dance, role-play, and design and technology.
All of the above subjects are explored within class chosen topics.  Following the first terms introduction to school under the topic heading ‘All About Me!’ children are encouraged to follow their own interests with options including but not confined to: ‘Under the Sea’, ‘Transport’, ‘People Who Help Us’, ‘Lifecycles’, ‘Minibeasts’ and ‘Farm Animals’.  
With an awareness that we are educating the international citizens of the future, children are also exposed to celebrations from a range of cultures and religions to engender an understanding and respect for their fellow man.
AIMS
ONE International’s EYFS sessions aim to:
· Provide a happy, safe, stimulating and challenging programme of learning and development for the children to experience as they begin their journey through school. 
· Provide a broad, balanced, relevant and creative curriculum that will set in place firm foundations for further learning and development in Key Stage 1 and beyond and enable choice and decision-making, fostering independence and self-confidence. 
· Use and value what each child can do, assessing their individual needs and helping each child to progress. 
· Develop excellent relationships with parents and carers to build a strong partnership in supporting their children.  
· Provide a caring and inclusive learning environment, which is sensitive to the requirements of the individual child including those who have additional needs.
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